Monday, January 13, 2003

Genesis 12:10 - 13:18

Abram, Abram, Abram, as God’s chosen leader how could you have asked your wife to endanger herself to protect you, rather than ask for God’s help? Why didn’t you trust God to take care of you?  


“Why didn’t you ask God to take care of you?” is a question that we try to answer not only in Abram’s life, but in our own. Sometimes it seems that our own response to trouble is to search our minds for answers without asking God. Like Abram, we often come up with answers that can do more harm than good. A wonderful thing about this story of Abram and Sarai is that God, out of His wonderful mercy and love, still intervened to help.


Some people say that the Old Testament God was only concerned about the welfare of men and even supported the mistreatment of women. Today’s story is only one of several that we will read in the next few weeks that demonstrate that this view is unfounded. God not only loved Sarai, but He personally intervened to rescue her from Pharaoh’s house. 


While the first story for today demonstrates Abram’s lack of faith in God’s power to provide, the second shows us God’s gift of faith at work in Abram’s life. A shepherd’s wealth was not only in cash, but in flocks and herds. The time came when Abram and his nephew, Lot, needed to separate in order for each to grow. The choices that each man made demonstrated part of the character of each.  We don’t have space or time to discuss these choices here, so as you read, consider these factors: 1) Abram was the authority in the family. He could send Lot wherever he chose; 2) Lot decided to settle in Sodom.  In what way do you see faith at work in Abram’s decision?  What choices would you have made if you had been there?
